
A resident of Rochester since he was five years old, 
Sheppard received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
at Rochester Institute of Technology, where he is a full 
professor in the School of Art and Design. Luvon has 
also taught at SUNY Brockport and Geneseo Universi-
ties.

Sheppard’s paintings reflect his involvement in Roch-
ester community life. He is known for his watercolor 
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street scenes and portraits of local African-American heroes, including abolitionist 
Frederick Douglass, choreographer and dancer Garth Fagan, and community activist 
Mildred Johnson. 

His work is in the permanent collections of the Memorial Art Gallery, the City of Roch-
ester, the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, the University of Seoul, S. Korea, The Hen-
rietta School District, Rochester Institute of Technology, Rochester Savings Bank, 
Garth Fagan Dance, and many other institutions.

Luvon Sheppard has always played an active leadership role in the Rochester arts 
community.  In 1970 Sheppard became the Memorial Art Gallery’s first neighborhood 
affairs coordinator.  He also was instrumental in the creation of the Allofus Workshop, 
a groundbreaking organization created to provide community art classes.  Over the 
years, Luvon has received many awards and has made numerous appearances on 
local television stations.  For over 35 years he has lectured throughout the greater 
Rochester area and serves on several committees and boards.

Luvon Sheppard is the 
Director of the Joy Gallery in Rochester New York. 
To contact Luvon, email him at: 
lxsheppard@joygallery.org or lxsfaa@yahoo.com


